
Agricultural vestiges were reintroduced to celebrate an urban industrial site. Heavily compacted earth was revitalized 
to treat runoff from neighboring buildings. Head-high prairie grasses and native plants grow-up over the season 
creating outdoor rooms.

The pergola, a 5’ diameter aluminum pipe sliced into halves, was made by a cranberry bog fabricator.
The open spine gutter funnels water lengthwise to the rain garden rip rap.



PROJECT:  Micro-Brewery and Tap Room
SITE:  80’ x 120’ St. Paul industrial lot
SIZE:  42’ diameter grain bin (new), 1400 SF
BUDGET: $322,000 building and $60,000 for phased site work & pavilion

Max-Min(n). 
An extremely tight budget was both a necessity and a result of the owners’ modest ethos. The forms
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and ingenuity.
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the honesty and authenticity of their beer crafting consisting of only four simple ingredients.

The purpose-built grain bin saved on build costs and provided a high volume-to-exterior-surface-area ratio
for material and energy conservation. 

Sustainability was paramount in the scale, construction, and operation of the building and the site.  

�/�…�i���«�•�>�˜���œ�v���Ì�…�i���L�Õ�ˆ�•�`�ˆ�˜�}���`�ˆ�À�i�V�Ì�•�Þ���À�i�y�i�V�Ì�Ã���Ì�…�i���«�>�Ì�…���œ�v���L�i�i�À�‡�“�>�Ž�ˆ�˜�}���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���“�>�Ì�i�À�ˆ�>�•�Ã���ˆ�˜���œ�˜���œ�˜�i���Ã�ˆ�`�i���>�˜�`���Ã�Ì�œ�À�>�}�i
(and the bathroom) at the other. The space is naturally daylit. All activities rotate around the center
and culminate with service under the oculus. 

BANG BREWING CONSTRUCTION
The shell was erected in two days.
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PRAIRIE OASIS



COLOR PALETTE
Silver, salvage, and a little bit of red.
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1. 42’ diameter purpose build grain bin
2. Salvaged timber from Minneapolis’
    Mill District for the drive and entry
3. Gravel and salvaged timber seating

4. Prairie restorative mix
5. Access from bin
6. Outdoor rooms within mature prairie
7. Fire pit

 8. 42’ long pergola
 9. Rejuvenated soils and rain garden
10. Cooler
11. Bar      

4.

materials in

product out



THE PANTHEON

BANG BREWERY

ICONOGRAPHY
The lightweight, prefab Midwestern symbol of agriculture pays tribute to the origin story of beer and the 
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and exalted in this similarly pagan temple.
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2. Grain bin shell sprayed with 
    polyurethane; intumescent paint
    at ceiling
3. Small gauge corrugated steel covers 
    the insulation
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    exchanger
6. Shallow frost foundation
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The simple salvaged wood core provides an anchor within the platonic form of the bin, and a place for the cooler, 
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SALVAGE & SILVER



The meadow pavilion was made from slicing a 42’ long culvert in two. It was fabricated offsite by a cranberry bog 
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A “Bang Brewing” sign is not in the works.
“We reasoned that we’d be the only brewery in a grain bin, and felt that would become our sign.”—Bang Brewing

And despite the dozens of breweries in the Twin Cities, Bang has consistently topped
various lists of “Best Breweries” to visit, no matter the building budget.


